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THE HEPWORTH WAKEFIELD AND PHILLIPS PRESENT ONE OF THE LARGEST  

 
EXHIBITIONS OF LATE WORKS BY BARBARA HEPWORTH IN 41 YEARS 

 

 
 

NEW NON-SELLING EXHIBITION OFFERS A RARE OPPORTUNITY  
 

TO SEE WORKS FROM THE ARTIST’S FINAL & MOST PROLIFIC DECADE 

 
 
 
LATE HEPWORTH 
7 JULY – 27 AUGUST 2016 
PHILLIPS, BERKELEY SQUARE, LONDON 
 

‘I don’t think anyone realises how much the last ten years has been a fulfilment of my youth’. 
Barbara Hepworth, 1971 

 
This summer offers a rare opportunity to see the one of the most extensive exhibitions of works by 
Barbara Hepworth produced in the final decade of her life. This period was one of her most 
prolific and experimental, yet is often overlooked.  
 
The special non-selling exhibition is curated by The Hepworth Wakefield and will be on display 
for seven weeks at Phillip’s European headquarters in Berkeley Square, London as part of a year-
long partnership between The Hepworth Wakefield and Phillips to support the gallery’s fifth 
anniversary celebrations.  
 
The exhibition offers a unique opportunity to see three of Hepworth’s major series of prints 
alongside the sculptures to which they relate, rarely lent from the gallery located in the birthplace 
of the world-famous sculptor.  



Late Hepworth follows the artistic developments in Hepworth’s later years, focusing on the last 
decade of the sculptor’s life (1965 – 1975). Hepworth was extremely prolific during her later years, 
with Alan Bowness (Director of the Tate Gallery 1980- 1988) noting that “there are almost as 
many sculptures (made by Hepworth) since 1960 as there were in the preceding thirty-five years.” 
 
Ed Vaizey MP, Minister for Culture and the Digital Economy, said: “This innovative partnership 
between a highly successful auction house and a leading public art gallery exemplifies the sort of 
new business model the culture sector needs. It is wonderful to see private funds generated from 
the art market going back into supporting a regional gallery such as The Hepworth Wakefield 
which does so much to foster new creative talent and engage audiences with modern and 
contemporary art.”  
 
Simon Wallis, OBE, Director, The Hepworth Wakefield, said: “We are delighted to be working with 
Phillips for our 5

th
 anniversary year. The best partnerships are those where there is a shared 

passion – in this instance bringing major works of art from our superb collection held at The 
Hepworth Wakefield in the heart of Yorkshire to Phillips’ beautifully designed central London 
location.  Our partnership enables a broad new audience to experience these fine examples of 
Barbara Hepworth’s late works, while highlighting the significance of our growing collection, 
exhibited in one of the most elegantly designed and acclaimed public galleries in the UK.” 
 
Peter Sumner, Senior Director, Head of Contemporary Art, Phillips: “We are delighted to be 
working with The Hepworth Wakefield on the occasion of their fifth anniversary. This project is a 
key part our worldwide programme of arts partnerships with the world’s leading art galleries and 
museums. Following the success of the Hepworth Retrospective at Tate last year, this exhibition is 
one of the largest exhibitions to explore and celebrate the final, most productive and experimental 
decade of a truly exceptional artist whose global reputation continues to reach new heights.” 
 
Dr Sophie Bowness, Hepworth’s granddaughter, art historian and a Trustee of the Hepworth 
Estate said: “The work of the final decade of Hepworth’s life is often overlooked and this 
exhibition will feature a beautiful selection of sculptures in a variety of media. It will also be a 
rare opportunity to see the three series of lithographs and screenprints that Hepworth made at 
this time. A highlight will be a group of the late carvings in marble, a material that had special 
significance for Hepworth and that she gave particular emphasis to in her final years.” 
 
These later works show Hepworth experimenting with new materials, working in bronze, slate and 
making prints. She also made many works in marble, a material she had been drawn to as early as 
the 1920s but had not always been able to afford. 
 
In 1969 Hepworth made her first major suite of prints, Twelve Lithographs, which examined forms 
in her three dimensional work. She went on to make two further print suites Opposing Forms 
(1970) and The Aegean Suite (1971). All three will be shown here together.  
 
Hepworth achieved international acclaim and recognition from representing Britain at the Venice 
Biennale in 1950 and winning the Grand Prix at the Sao Paulo Biennial of 1959. In the early 1960s 
she was commissioned to create Single Form for the United Nations building, New York and 
Winged Figure for John Lewis on Oxford Street. Her first major retrospective was held at the 
Tate Gallery in 1968 and she now has two galleries in the UK named after her - one in St. Ives 
where she lived and worked, and the other in Wakefield where she was born and grew up.  
 
ENDS 
 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES:   
For further details, interview and review requests please contact: 

Naomi Roberts, PR and Media Manager, The Hepworth Wakefield  
T: +44 (0)1924 247392     
M: +44 (0)7717 807512    
E: naomiroberts@hepworthwakefield.org  

mailto:naomiroberts@hepworthwakefield.org


Matthew Paton, Paton Arts (on behalf of Phillips) 
T: +44 (0) +44 (0)7711 112425 
E: matthew@patonarts.com 

Michael Sherman, Chief Communications Officer, Phillips  
T: +1 212 940 1384 
E: MSherman@phillips.com  

IMAGE REQUESTS: 
Please visit The Hepworth Wakefield’s Media Centre: www.hepworthwakefield.org/press   
Alternatively, please contact Lauren Fox: laurenfox@hepworthwakefield.org  

 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 

THE HEPWORTH WAKEFIELD 

The Hepworth Wakefield is an internationally acclaimed art gallery located in the heart of 
Yorkshire. Designed by David Chipperfield Architects, the gallery acts as a catalyst for positive 
regional growth and regeneration. 
 
Named after artist Barbara Hepworth, who was born in Wakefield in 1903, the gallery presents 
major exhibitions of work by world-class artists and showcases Wakefield’s nationally important 
collection. This includes major works by Barbara Hepworth and her contemporary Henry 
Moore, and key works by other leading British artists including Ben Nicholson, Jacob 
Epstein, Ivon Hitchens, Graham Sutherland, John Piper, Paul Nash, Patrick Heron, L.S. Lowry 
and Lucie Rie. 
 
The gallery celebrated its fifth anniversary on 21 May 2016 and has welcomed over 1.5 million 
visitors. It is funded by Wakefield Council and Arts Council England and an increasing number of 
charitable trusts, private individuals, Patrons and Members.   

Address: The Hepworth Wakefield 
Gallery Walk, Wakefild, West Yorkshire, WF1 5AW 

Telephone: +4 (0924 247360 

Admission:  Free                                       

Website:  www.hepworthwakefield.org 

Email:   hello@hepworthwakefield.org  

Polite Request: The gallery should be cited in full, as The Hepworth Wakefield 

Twitter:   @HepworthGallery 
 
Facebook:  TheHepworthWakefield 
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PHILLIPS 
 
Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st Century art and design. 
With dedicated expertise in the areas of Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, 
Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and 
exhibitions are held at salerooms in London, New York, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are 
further served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and 
Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform accessible anywhere in the world, and is 
committed to supporting contemporary arts and culture through a worldwide programme of Arts 
Partnerships.  
 
Address: Phillips, 30 Berkeley Square, London W1J 6EX   
 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7318 4010 

 
Website:   www.phillips.com  
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