
 
 
 
 

 
 

COLNAGHI CELEBRATES ANCIENT ART  
AT FRIEZE MASTERS 2018 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Colnaghi returns to Frieze Masters in 2018 where they will celebrate 
ancient art alongside important European Old Master paintings and sculptures.  A leading highlight 
is an elegant early Christian silver bowl depicting Christ with Peter and Paul (circa 4th – early 5th 
century AD) which will be shown alongside recently rediscovered paintings by Palma il Giovane 
(1554-1628), the last of the great Venetian Mannerists, and Salomon de Bray (1597-1664), 
celebrated painter of the Dutch Golden Age. The inclusion of ancient art at Colnaghi follows the 
appointment last year of Carlos A. Picón, formerly curator in charge of Greek and Roman art at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 
A leading highlight of the antiquities on display is this early Christian silver bowl depicting Christ 
with Peter and Paul (circa 4th – early 5th century AD).  The elegant and refined bowl was raised from 
a single piece of silver, and the decoration on the figures was achieved entirely by chasing and 
punching, working primarily from the front.  The composition may have originated in a monumental 
work of art and its occurrence in a relatively intimate luxury object is somewhat unusual for this 
period and could suggest a private dedication in a Christian Church.  Very few comparable silver 
bowls have survived. 
 

Among the Old Master paintings and sculptures on display is 
an important, rediscovered work by Palma il Giovane (1554-
1628), the last of the great Venetian Mannerists. The Pietà was 
a favoured subject of the artist and was depicted by him at 
numerous moments over the course of his career. This 
recently discovered work is in remarkable condition and can 
be considered the prime version of a composition which was 
previously only known through the canvas in the University 
Gallery of Göttingen in Sweden.  

 



 
 
Other paintings include a rediscovered canvas by Salomon de Bray (1597-1664), a celebrated 
painter of the Dutch Golden Age, showing an allegorical portrait of a woman as Pero; Aesop by 
Jusepe de Ribera (1591-1652) the great Spanish artist and early follower of Caravaggio who spent 
his formative years in Naples, and whose first dedicated exhibition in the UK is currently being held 
at Dulwich Picture Gallery (until 27 January 2019); and Stoic Thinker by The Master of the 
Annunciation to the Shepherds, also known as Juan Do (1604-1654).  
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ABOUT COLNAGHI: 
Founded in 1760, Colnaghi is among the oldest and most important galleries in the history of the art market. 
The gallery initially established itself in London as the premier dealer of prints but by the end of the 19th 
century it had begun dealing in Old Master paintings and drawings. Colnaghi soon developed important 
relationships with museums in Europe and with a new generation of collectors in America, including Isabella 
Stewart Gardener, Henry Clay Frick, Robert Sterling Clark, and Andrew W. Mellon. As Colnaghi’s ties to the 
museum world strengthened, so did its commitment to scholarship—a commitment that remains a priority 
today. Throughout its long and varied history, Colnaghi has successfully evolved and adapted to changes in 
the market. The latest shift came in 2015 when the company was taken over by Jorge Coll and Nicolas 
Cortés, who had established themselves as a major force in the market for traditional art through their 
eponymous gallery. Colnaghi has since moved into a custom-built gallery in St. James’s in London where 
they show important European Old Master paintings and sculpture, as well as art from the Spanish-speaking 
world. In 2017 Colnaghi opened a gallery in New York led by Carlos A. Picón, formerly the Curator in Charge 
of the Department of Greek and Roman Art at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, expanding their offering to 
include art of the ancient world. Also in 2017 the company announced the launch of the Colnaghi Foundation, 
an independent, not-for-profit organisation established to promote Old Masters and Antiquities to a 21st 
century audience.  
 
Visit: www.colnaghi.com 
  
 
ABOUT FRIEZE MASTERS:  
4-7 October 2018 
Regent’s Park, London 
www.frieze.com    
 
For further information, please contact:  
Matthew Paton:  matthew@patonarts.com  / +44 (0) 7711 112425 
 


